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deeds, for, in fact, there is not one among them who is
not capable of deeds the most atrocious and shameful.
But the poet does not regard these deeds with any strong
disapprobation, and the feeling of moral indignation which
has been so strong in later poets was in him. so feeble
that he is quite incapable of hating any of his characters
for their crimes. He can no more conceive the notion of a
villain than of an habitually virtuous man. The few deeds
that he recognises as wrong, or at least as strange and
dangerous, — killing a suppliant,* or killing a father f —
he, notwithstanding, conceives all persons alike as capable
of perpetrating under the influence of passion or some
heaven-sent bewilderment of the understanding.
But there comes a time, probably coincident witli the
first consolidation of ancestral custom or usage into written
law, when a sense of justice begins to diffuse itself through
the community. By the law comes the knowledge of sin.
A standard of action is set up, which serves to each man
both as a rule of life for himself and a rule of criticism
upon his neighbours. Then comes the division of man-
kind into those who habitually conform to this rule and
those who violate it, into the good and the bad, and feel-
ings soon spring Tip to sanction the classification, feelings
of respect for the one class and hatred for the other.
This new hatred of criminals spreads slowly, and is only
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